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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently amended) A development apparatus^ comprising: 

a housing in wh i ch including a developer supplying/collecting unit and a 
developer stirring unit [[are]] arranged in a front-and-rear direction, the developer 
supplying/collecting unit and the developer stirring unit together forming a circular 
passage go as to communicato oach other for carrying a two-component developer 
wh i ch is compos e d of including a toner and a carrier; 

a developer carrying member wh i ch i s p l ac e d arranged at a front side portion of 
the developer supplying/collecting unit [[so as]] to face a latent an image carrying 
member with respect to a development region; 

a developer supplying/collecting section for carrying the developer in a rotation 
axis direction thoroof by boing rotat e d , the developer supplying/collecting section p l aced 
arranged at a rear side portion of the developer supplying/collecting unit [[so as]] to face 
the developer carrying member and to extend along a rotation axis direction of the 
developer carrying member; [[and]] 

[[two]] a first developer stirring section and a second developer stirring 
section[[s]] wh i Gh are arranged in [[the]] a front-and-rear direction in the developer 
stirring unit [[so as]] to face each other and to extend along a rotation axis direction of 
the developer supplying/collecting section, the first and second developer stirring 
sections having peripheries that rotate and move the developer from an upstream side 



-3- 



Application No.: 10/802,807 
Attorney Docket No.: 08830.0015-00000 

to a downstream side in a first developer carrying direction in the developer stirring unit: 

and 

a toner supply opening formed above a position where the first and second 
developer stirring sections face each other and at the upstream side in the first 
developer carrying direction in the developer stirring unit, 

whor o in, i n the hous i ng, a ton e r supply i ng op e n i ng is formed abov o a pos i t i on 
whoro the two dovo l oper stirr i ng s o ct i ons of tho dovolopor stirring unit fac o o ach other 
and at an upstream sid e i n a deve l op e r carry i ng d i r e ct i on i n the d e v el oper stirr i ng un i t, 
th o two dev el oper st i rring soctions aro rotated at th o pos i t i on whoro tho two d e v e lop e r 
st i rr i ng s e ctions faco oach oth e r so as to mov e poriphor io s th e reof up to down i n a 
forward d i rect i on to each other, 

wherein the first developer carrying direction [[by]] in the [[two]] developer stirring 
s e ct i ons unit is substantially opposite to a second developer carrying direction [[by]] in 
the developer supplying/collecting section, and 

wherein an amount of the developer carry i ng capability of oach of carried by the 
[[two]] first and second developer stirring sections is sot so as to make sum total of 
dovo l oper carrying amount by tho two dovo l opor stirring sections equal to [[that]] an 
amount of the developer carried by the developer supplying/collecting section. 

2. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein on o of tho two 
the first developer stirring section[[s]] i n th e d e v el op e r st i rr i ng un i t carries the developer 
in a direction opposite to a direction in which the developer supplying/collecting section 
carries the developed 
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and has wherein an amount of the developer carry i ng capab i lity carried bv the 
first developer stirring section in the rotation axis direction |s equal to that of the amount 
of the developer carried bv the developer supplying/collecting section, and 

anoth e r wherein the second developer stirring section [[has]] carries substantially 
no developer carry i ng capabi li ty in the rotation axis direction. 

3. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein , i n th e d e velop e r 
stirr i ng un i t, anoth e r the second developer stirring section hav i ng substant i a ll y no 
dov ol opor carry i ng capabi l ity i n th o rotation ax i s d i roct i on i s p l aced is arranged at a rear 
side portion with respect to the developer supplying/collecting unit. 

4. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the two - 
componont deve l op e r is composod of the toner having has a volume average particle 
diameter of 3 pm to 5 pm, and , denot i ng tho volume average part i c l e diamotor of th e 
ton o r by Dt {pm^ the carrier hav i ng has a volume average particle diameter of 5 x Dt 
(urn) to 10 x Dt (um) . 

5. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the developer 
supplying/collecting section compr i s e s includes a first stirring member e xt e nd i ng which 
extends spirally in the rotation axis direction throughout an outer periphery of a first 
shaft member, ono of tho two d o vo l opor and the first stirring section[[s]] compris e s 
includes a second stirring member extend i ng which extends spirally in the rotation axis 
direction throughout an outer periphery of a second shaft member, the second stirring 
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member carrying the developer in a direction opposite to a direction in which the 

developer supplying/collecting section carries the developer w i th th e devo l opor st i rrod , 

and has wherein an amount of the developer carry i ng capabi li ty carried by the 
second stirring member in the rotation axis direction is equal to that of the amount of the 
developer carried by the developer supplying/collecting section, and 

anoth e r wherein the second developer stirring section compris e s includes a 
plurality of plate-like stirring members with a third shaft member passing through, the 
plurality of stirring members inclined in a same direction with respect to the third shaft 
member, and [[has]] carries substantially no developer carry i ng capabil i ty in the rotation 
axis direction. 

6. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 5, wherein , in th o dovo l opor 
st i rring un i t, anoth e r the second developer stirring section hav i ng substantia ll y no 
d e v el op e r carry i ng capabi l ity i n th e rotat i on axis direct i on i s p l ac e d is arranged at a rear 
side portion with respect to the developer supplying/collecting unit. 

7. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 6, wherein th e two 
componont dev el op e r is composed of the toner hav i ng has a volume average particle 
diameter of 3 urn to 5 urn, and , d e noting tho vo l ume avorag o particle diam e t e r of th e 
tonor by Dt (urn), the carrier hav i ng has a volume average particle diameter of 5 x Dt 
(urn) to 10 x Dt (urn) . 
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8. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the developer 
supplying/collecting section compris e s includes a first stirring member oxtond i ng which 
extends spirally in the rotation axis direction throughout an outer periphery of a first 
shaft member, ono of tho two and the first developer stirring section[[s]] compr i sos 
includes a second stirring member o xtonding which extends spirally in the rotation axis 
direction throughout an outer periphery of a second shaft member, the second stirring 
member carrying the developer in a direction opposite to a direction in which the 
developer supplying/collecting section carries the developer with tho dev ol opor st i rr e d , 

and has wherein an amount of the developer carrying capab i lity carried by the 
second stirring member in the rotation axis direction js equal to that of the amount of the 
developer carried by the developer supplying/collecting section, and 

a noth e r wherein the second developer stirring section compris e s includes a third 
stirring member compris i ng having a rib p l ac e d formed on an outer periphery of a third 
shaft member or at a pos i t i on with boing apart from oach othor w i th r o sp o ct to the shaft 
mombor i n a radia l d i roction so as to oxtond a l ong tho rotat i on axis diroction , and [[has]] 
carries substantially no developer carrying capabi l ity in the rotation axis direction. 

9. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 8, wherein , i n tho dev el op e r 
stirring un i t, another the second developer stirring section hav i ng substantia l ly no 
d o vo l op o r carrying capab il ity in tho rotation axis d i roction i s p l ac e d is arranged at a rear 
side portion with respect to the developer supplying/collecting unit. 
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10. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 9, wherein tho two 
componont dovo l opor ic composod of the toner hav i ng has a volume average particle 
diameter of 3 urn to 5 urn, and , denot i ng th o vo l ume avorago partic l e diamotor of tho 
ton e r by Dt (urn), the carrier hav i ng has a volume average particle diameter of 5 x Dt 
(urn) to 10 x Dt (urn) . 

1 1 . (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein both the two developer 
stirring sections in the developer stirring unit carry the developer in a direction opposite 
to a direction in which the developer supplying/collecting section carries the developer, 
and have the developer carrying capability so as to make the sum total of the developer 
carrying amount by the two developer stirring sections in the rotation axis direction 
equal to that by the developer supplying/collecting section. 

12. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 1 1 , wherein one of the two developer 
stirring sections in the developer stirring unit has the developer carrying capability in the 
rotation axis direction lower than or equal to that of another developer stirring section, 
and is placed at a rear side with respect to the developer supplying/collecting unit. 

13. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the two-component 
developer is composed of the toner having a volume average particle diameter of 3 pm 
to 5 pm, and, denoting the volume average particle diameter of the toner by Dt (pm), the 
carrier having volume average particle diameter of 5 x Dt to 10 x Dt. 
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14. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 1 1 , wherein 

the developer supplying/collecting section comprises a stirring member extending 
spirally in the rotation axis direction throughout an outer periphery of a shaft member, 

one of the two developer stirring sections comprises a stirring member extending 
spirally in the rotation axis direction throughout an outer periphery of a shaft member, 
and 

another developer stirring section comprises a plurality of semioval first stirring 
members and a plurality of semioval second stirring members on an outer periphery of a 
shaft member, the plurality of first stirring members being placed along a first stirring 
member arrangement plane, the plurality of second stirring members being placed 
along a second stirring member arrangement plane, the first stirring member 
arrangement plane and the second stirring member arrangement plane being inclined in 
different directions from each other with respect to a plane perpendicular to the shaft 
member. 

1 5. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 1 4, wherein another developer 
stirring section in the developer stirring unit has the developer carrying capability in the 
rotation axis direction equal to or lower than that of the one developer stirring section, 
and is placed at a rear side with respect to the developer supplying/collecting unit. 

16. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the two-component 
developer is composed of the toner having a volume average particle diameter of 3 urn 
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to 5 |jm, and, denoting the volume average particle diameter of the toner by Dt (pm), the 

carrier having volume average particle diameter of 5 x Dt to 10 x Dt. 

1 7. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 1 1 , wherein 

the developer supplying/collecting section comprises a stirring member extending 
spirally in the rotation axis direction throughout an outer periphery of a shaft member, 

one of the two developer stirring sections comprises a stirring member extending 
spirally in the rotation axis direction throughout an outer periphery of a shaft member, 
and 

another developer stirring section comprises a stirring member comprising a rib 
placed on an outer periphery of a shaft member or at a position with being apart from 
each other with respect to the shaft member in a radial direction so as to extend along 
the rotation axis direction. 

18. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 17, wherein another developer 
stirring section in the developer stirring unit has the developer carrying capability in the 
rotation axis direction equal to or lower than that of the one developer stirring section, 
and is placed at a rear side with respect to the developer supplying/collecting unit. 

19. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 18, wherein the two-component 
developer is composed of the toner having a volume average particle diameter of 3 pm 
to 5 pm, and, denoting the volume average particle diameter of the toner by Dt (pm), the 
carrier having volume average particle diameter of 5 x Dt to 10 x Dt. 
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20. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein 

one of the two developer stirring sections in the developer stirring unit carries the 
developer in a same direction as a direction in which the developer supplying/collecting 
section carries the developer, and has the developer carrying capability in the rotation 
axis direction lower than that of the developer supplying/collecting section, and 

another developer stirring section carries the developer in a direction opposite to 
a direction in which the developer supplying/collecting section carries the developer, 
and has the developer carrying capability so as to make the developer carrying amount 
by another developer stirring section equal to the sum total of that by the developer 
supplying/collecting section and the one developer stirring section. 

21 . (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 20, wherein, in the developer stirring 
unit, another developer stirring section having higher developer carrying capability is 
placed at a rear side with respect to the developer supplying/collecting unit. 

22. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 21 , wherein the two-component 
developer is composed of the toner having a volume average particle diameter of 3 pm 
to 5 pm, and, denoting the volume average particle diameter of the toner by Dt (pm), the 
carrier having volume average particle diameter of 5 x Dt to 10 x Dt. 

23. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 20, wherein 

the developer supplying/collecting section comprises a stirring member extending 
spirally in the rotation axis direction throughout an outer periphery of a shaft member, 
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the one of the two developer stirring sections having lower developer carrying 
capability, comprises a plurality of semioval first stirring members and a plurality of oval- 
semioval second stirring members on an outer periphery of a shaft member, the plurality 
of first stirring members being placed along a first stirring member arrangement plane, 
the plurality of second stirring members being placed along a second stirring member 
arrangement plane, the first stirring member arrangement plane and the second stirring 
member arrangement plane being inclined in different directions from each other with 
respect to a plane perpendicular to the shaft member, and has the developer carrying 
capability in the rotation axis direction lower than that of the developer 
supplying/collecting section, and 

another developer stirring section having higher developer carrying capability, 
comprises a stirring member extending spirally in the rotation axis direction throughout 
an outer periphery of a shaft member, and has the developer carrying capability so as to 
make the developer carrying amount by another developer stirring section equal to the 
sum total of that by the developer supplying/collecting section and the one developer 
stirring section. 

24. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 23, wherein, in the developer stirring 
unit, another developer stirring section having higher developer carrying capability is 
placed at a rear side with respect to the developer supplying/collecting unit. 

25. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein the two-component 
developer is composed of the toner having a volume average particle diameter of 3 pm 
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to 5 pm, and, denoting the volume average particle diameter of the toner by Dt (pm), the 

carrier having volume average particle diameter of 5 x Dt to 10 x Dt. 

26. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 20, wherein 

the developer supplying/collecting section comprises a stirring member extending 
spirally in the rotation axis direction throughout an outer periphery of a shaft member, 

the one of the two developer stirring sections having lower developer carrying 
capability, comprises a stirring member comprising a rib placed on an outer periphery of 
a shaft member or at a position with being apart from each other with respect to the 
shaft member in a radial direction so as to extend along the rotation axis direction, and 
has the developer carrying capability in the rotation axis direction lower than that of the 
developer supplying/collecting section, and 

another developer stirring section comprises a stirring member extending spirally 
in the rotation axis direction throughout an outer periphery of a shaft member, and has 
the developer carrying capability so as to make the developer carrying amount by 
another developer stirring section equal to the sum total of that by the developer 
supplying/collecting section and the one developer stirring section. 

27. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 26, wherein, in the developer stirring 
unit, another developer stirring section having higher developer carrying capability is 
placed at a rear side with respect to the developer supplying/collecting unit. 
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28. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the two-component 
developer is composed of the toner having a volume average particle diameter of 3 urn 
to 5 urn, and, denoting the volume average particle diameter of the toner by Dt (urn), the 
carrier having volume average particle diameter of 5 x Dt to 10 x Dt. 

29. (Currently amended) An image formation apparatus,, comprising: 
a-latent an image carrying member[[,]]; and 

a toner image formation section for forming a toner image by developing an 
electrostatic l atent image formed on the l atent image carrying member, 

wherein the toner image formation section includes the development apparatus 
of claim 1 , and 

wherein the following conditions (1) and (2) are satisfied: 
Condition (1); W > M H V H L/1000 

Condition (2); R < 600 

where V represents a moving speed (mm/sec) of the l at e nt image carrying 
member, M represents a maximum toner amount attaching to one unit area in the toner 
image formed on the latent image carrying member (mg/cm 2 ), L represents a maximum 
width (mm) of the toner image formed on the l atent image carrying member in a 
direction perpendicular to a moving direction of the l atent image carrying member, W 
represents a developer carrying amount (g/sec) by the developer supplying/collecting 
section in the rotation axis direction, and R represents a rotation number of the 
developer supplying/collecting section. 
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30. (Currently amended) [[A]] An image formation apparatus,, comprising: 
a l at e nt an image carrying member[[,]]; 

a toner image formation section for forming a toner image by developing an 
electrostatic l atent image formed on the latent image carrying member[[,]]; 

a transferring section for transferring the toner image on the latent image carrying 
member to a transferring material or an intermediate transferring member[[,]]; 

a cleaning section for removing toner r o ma i nod which remains on the l atent 
image carrying member after the toner image is transferred[[,]]; and 

a toner recycling section for collecting the toner removed from the latent image 
carrying member to be reused, 

wherein the toner image formation section includes the development apparatus 
of claim 1, and 

wherein in the housing of the development apparatus, a recycled toner mixing 
opening is p l aced formed above the position where the [[two]] first and second 
developer stirring sections face each other and at [[an]] the upstream side with respect 
to the toner supplying opening in the first developer carrying direction in the developer 
stirring unit, for mixing the toner collected by the toner recycling section into the 
developer stirring unit. 

31 . (Currently amended) An image formation apparatus,, comprising: 
a l at e nt an image carrying member[[,]]; and 

a toner image formation section for forming a toner image by developing an 
electrostatic lat e nt image formed on the latent image carrying member, 
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wherein the toner image formation section includes the development apparatus 
of claim 2, and 

wherein the following conditions (1) and (2) are satisfied: 
Condition (1 ); W > M H V H L/1 000 

Condition (2); R < 600 

where V represents a moving speed (mm/sec) of the l atent image carrying 
member, M represents a maximum toner amount attaching to one unit area in the toner 
image formed on the l atent image carrying member (mg/cm 2 ), L represents a maximum 
width (mm) of the toner image formed on the latent image carrying member in a 
direction perpendicular to a moving direction of the l atent image carrying member, W 
represents a developer carrying amount (g/sec) by the developer supplying/collecting 
section in the rotation axis direction, and R represents a rotation number of the 
developer supplying/collecting section. 

32. (Currently amended) [[A]] An image formation apparatus A comprising: 
a l atent an image carrying member[[,]]; 

a toner image formation section for forming a toner image by developing an 
electrostatic l atent image formed on the latent image carrying member[[,]]; 

a transferring section for transferring the toner image on the latent image carrying 
member to a transferring material or an intermediate transferring member[[,]]; 

a cleaning section for removing toner remained which remains on the l atent 
image carrying member after the toner image is transferred[[,]]; and 
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a toner recycling section for collecting the toner removed from the l at e nt image 
carrying member to be reused, 

wherein the toner image formation section includes the development apparatus 
of claim 2, and 

wherein in the housing of the development apparatus, a recycled toner mixing 
opening is p l aced formed above the position where the [[two]] first and second 
developer stirring sections face each other and at [[an]] the upstream side with respect 
to the toner supplying opening in the first developer carrying direction in the developer 
stirring unit, for mixing the toner collected by the toner recycling section into the 
developer stirring unit. 

33. (Withdrawn) An image formation apparatus comprising a latent image 
carrying member and a toner image formation section for forming a toner image by 
developing an electrostatic latent image formed on the latent image carrying member, 

wherein the toner image formation section includes the development apparatus 
of claim 11, and 

following conditions (1) and (2) are satisfied: 

Condition (1); W > M H V H L/1 000 

Condition (2); R < 600 

where V represents a moving speed (mm/sec) of the latent image carrying 
member, M represents maximum toner amount attaching to one unit area in the toner 
image formed on the latent image carrying member (mg/cm 2 ), L represents maximum 
width (mm) of the toner image formed on the latent image carrying member in a 
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direction perpendicular to a moving direction of the latent image carrying member, W 

represents developer carrying amount (g/sec) by the developer supplying/collecting 

section in the rotation axis direction, and R represents rotation number of the developer 

supplying/collecting section. 

34. (Withdrawn) An image formation apparatus comprising a latent image 
carrying member, a toner image formation section for forming a toner image by 
developing an electrostatic latent image formed on the latent image carrying member, a 
transferring section for transferring the toner image on the latent image carrying 
member to transferring material or an intermediate transferring member, a cleaning 
section for removing toner remained on the latent image carrying member after the 
toner image is transferred, and a toner recycling section for collecting the toner removed 
from the latent image carrying member to be reused, 

wherein the toner image formation section includes the development apparatus 
of claim 11, and 

in the housing structuring the development apparatus, a recycled toner mixing 
opening is placed above the position where the two developer stirring sections face 
each other and at an upstream side with respect to the toner supplying opening in the 
developer carrying direction in the developer stirring unit, for mixing the toner collected 
by the toner recycling section into the developer stirring unit. 
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35. (Withdrawn) An image formation apparatus comprising a latent image 
carrying member and a toner image formation section for forming a toner image by 
developing an electrostatic latent image formed on the latent image carrying member, 

wherein the toner image formation section includes the development apparatus 
of claim 20, and 

following conditions (1) and (2) are satisfied: 

Condition (1 ); W > M H V H L/1 000 

Condition (2); R < 600 

where V represents a moving speed (mm/sec) of the latent image carrying 
member, M represents maximum toner amount attaching to one unit area in the toner 
image formed on the latent image carrying member (mg/cm 2 ), L represents maximum 
width (mm) of the toner image formed on the latent image carrying member in a 
direction perpendicular to a moving direction of the latent image carrying member, W 
represents developer carrying amount (g/sec) by the developer supplying/collecting 
section in the rotation axis direction, and R represents rotation number of the developer 
supplying/collecting section. 

36. (Withdrawn) An image formation apparatus comprising a latent image 
carrying member, a toner image formation section for forming a toner image by 
developing an electrostatic latent image formed on the latent image carrying member, a 
transferring section for transferring the toner image on the latent image carrying 
member to transferring material or an intermediate transferring member, a cleaning 
section for removing toner remained on the latent image carrying member after the 
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toner image is transferred, and a toner recycling section for collecting the toner removed 

from the latent image carrying member to be reused, 

wherein the toner image formation section includes the development apparatus 

of claim 20, and 

in the housing structuring the development apparatus, a recycled toner mixing 
opening is placed above the position where the two developer stirring sections face 
each other and at an upstream side with respect to the toner supplying opening in the 
developer carrying direction in the developer stirring unit, for mixing the toner collected 
by the toner recycling section into the developer stirring unit. 

37. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein , i n th o dovo l opor 
supplying/col l ecting unit, peripheries of the developer carrying member and the 
developer supplying/collecting section ar o moved move in opposite directions with 
respect to each other at a position where the developer carrying member and the 
developer supplying/collecting section face each other. 

38. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein , i n tho deve l op e r 
supp l y i ng/col le cting un i t, peripheries of the developer carrying member and the 
developer supplying/collecting section aro movod move in opposite directions with 
respect to each other at a position where the developer carrying member and the 
developer supplying/collecting section face each other. 
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39. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 1 1 , wherein, in the developer 
supplying/collecting unit, peripheries of the developer carrying member and the 
developer supplying/collecting section are moved in opposite directions to each other at 
a position where the developer carrying member and the developer supplying/collecting 
section face each other. 

40. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 20, wherein, in the developer 
supplying/collecting unit, peripheries of the developer carrying member and the 
developer supplying/collecting section are moved in opposite directions to each other at 
a position where the developer carrying member and the developer supplying/collecting 
section face each other. 

41 . (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein , in tho housing, 
thoro i s the housing includes a partition between the developer supplying/collecting unit 
and the developer stirring unit for s e parating spaco so as to avoid mixing the developer 
therein, i n th o dovolop o r supplying/co ll ect i ng unit and th o d o v ol opor in th o dovo l opor 
st i rr i ng unit; tho partit i on enabl e s the developer in both tho d o v ol opor 
supp l ying/co ll ooting unit and tho dovo l opor stirr i ng un i t to moves to oach othor at both 
edge parts i n a l ongitudina l d i roct i on portions of both the developer supplying/collecting 
unit and the developer stirring unit in a longitudinal direction : and 

a space is socurod formed between the [[two]] first and second developer stirring 
sections in tho d o vo l op o r st i rring un i t so as to [[make]] allow the developer to freely 
circulate between the [[two]] first and second developer stirring sections fr ool y . 
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42. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein , in tho housing, 
thoro is the housing includes a partition between the developer supplying/collecting unit 
and the developer stirring unit for separating space so as to avoid mixing the developer 
therein, in tho dovo l opor supplying/co ll oct i ng un i t and tho dove l opor in tho deve l op e r 
st i rr i ng unit; tho partition enab l es the developer i n both tho dovo l op e r 
supply i ng/col lo cting un i t and tho dovo l opor stirr i ng unit to moves to oach othor at both 
edge parts i n a l ong i tudinal direction portions of both the developer supplying/collecting 
unit and the developer stirring unit in a longitudinal direction : and 

a space is s e cur e d formed between the [[two]] first and second developer stirring 
sections in tho dovolopor st i rr i ng unit so as to [[make]] allow the developer to freely 
circulate between the [[two]] first and second developer stirring sections frooly . 

43. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 1 1 , wherein, in the housing, there is 
a partition between the developer supplying/collecting unit and the developer stirring 
unit for separating space so as to avoid mixing the developer in the developer 
supplying/collecting unit and the developer in the developer stirring unit; 

the partition enables the developer in both the developer supplying/collecting unit 
and the developer stirring unit to move to each other at both edge parts in a longitudinal 
direction of both the developer supplying/collecting unit and the developer stirring unit; 
and 

a space is secured between the two developer stirring section in the developer 
stirring unit so as to make the developer circulate between the two developer stirring 
sections freely. 



-22- 



Application No.: 10/802,807 
Attorney Docket No.: 08830.0015-00000 

44. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 20, wherein, in the housing, there is 
a partition between the developer supplying/collecting unit and the developer stirring 
unit for separating space so as to avoid mixing the developer in the developer 
supplying/collecting unit and the developer in the developer stirring unit; 

the partition enables the developer in both the developer supplying/collecting unit 
and the developer stirring unit to move to each other at both edge parts in a longitudinal 
direction of both the developer supplying/collecting unit and the developer stirring unit; 
and 

a space is secured between the two developer stirring section in the developer 
stirring unit so as to make the developer circulate between the two developer stirring 
sections freely. 
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